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Springer Tails
Mid-Atlantic English Springer Spaniel Rescue
It Takes a Village

state region who are available to help transport. We also have
the Springer Air team for extra long transports or for those dogs
who would not do well with multiple transfers.

Linda Johnston and Debbie Lipscey
Did you ever stop and think how many volunteers are involved in getting one dog adopted? There are many “teams”
within MAESSR that make getting a dog from a shelter,
transported a distance to a foster home, fostered and vetted,
and then transported to an adoptive home look EASY!

Once the dog is accepted into MAESSR care, he spends a minimum of two weeks in foster care. We have approximately 100
active foster homes. Once the dog is in the foster home, it will
get fully vetted and taught some basic skills. The foster home
will also evaluate the dog to determine the best fit for his future
home.

Where does MAESSR get our dogs? We get our dogs from
shelters, veterinarians, and/or
owner relinquishments. We have a
Now the fun begins! MAESSR
has an applications coordinator
team of several people that just
work on owner relinquishments.
who receives all applications from
This team is coordinated by Angie
potential adopters. The applicaEpling. Once an owner reaches
tions are then forwarded to an
out to MAESSR about giving up
active team of 109 specially
trained interviewers. A complete
their dog, the Owner Relinquishment (OR) team contacts the
interview of the applicant is
owner to get as much information
done along with a vet check.
as possible about the dog so a valid
Sometimes an in person
decision can be made about bringhome check is done to clarify any
questions regarding the applicaing the dog into a MAESSR
evaluation and placement. In addition and interview While the foster homes are working with the
tion, we have a team of shelter coordinators who work with Lisa
dogs, the adoption team is looking
Nuzzaci in following up on susover the list of adopters to find
MAESSR booth at Heroes Helping Heroes, May 2
the perfect dog-family match.
pected Springer Spaniels in shelFrom Left: Candi Lynn, Deb Brookfield, Fran Fisher,
ters. Lisa’s team works directly
Shelby Brett & sons
Once a dog is offered to a family
with shelters to get as much information as possible to ensure that
and the potential home and the fosthe dog is a good fit for the MAESSR program. Once all
ter home agree that it is a good fit, the Transport Team again
helps in connecting the family and dog.
information has been gathered and reviewed, the team then
makes arrangements for the dog to come into rescue.
In addition, there are many people that are not directly involved
The Transport Team then takes over. Transporter coordinain the process, but are a VITAL part of the entire process (i.e.,
tors work with Warren Reeves and Jay Friedrich to get dogs
our financial coordinator, person that answers the phone line or
responds to emails, our website master, the team that runs the
to their foster homes and then to their furever home. Their
job is to map the route, break it into “legs” of about 1 hour,
MAESSR store). True proof that it takes a village to save the
life of one dog!!! God Bless all the volunteers that make this
then try to find volunteers to fill the various legs. We currently have 574 approved transporters throughout our multihappen.
www.maessr.org

2011 MAESSR CALENDAR –

MAKE YOUR MAESSR DOG a
STAR!
Start sending pictures
of your MAESSR dog for the
2011 MAESSR calendar!
There is no limit on the subjects; Springers with toys, getting into trouble, travel, multiple dogs, sitting pretty, action shots, funny
shots, and seasonal shots -- anything goes!
Guidelines:
1. Deadline for submission is June 1, 2010. Mail to MAESSR Calendar,
PO Box 15354, Richmond, VA 23227 or email the photo (jpg) to ESS4x18@cs.com
2. Preferred photo size is 4”x 6” or 3.5” x 5”. Both landscape and portrait (up and down) pictures are acceptable.
3. Each family can submit up to 4 photos.
4. No humans, pets only.
5. Make sure you include information on the dog, either historical adoption information or current adventures.
If you have changed the dog's name, please note the adoption name.
6. If you are submitting a photograph of a dog that has passed away, please note that in your information.
7. Please note that the photos will not be returned and may be used infuture MAESSR publications or merchandise.
Some photo tips:
• Make it fun!
• Fill your viewfinder with your dog. Background is nice, but show your dog!
• Watch the background for busy-ness.
• Try to capture your dog's personality. Keep your camera close -- you never know when or what your Springer is going to do!
Questions? Contact Kim at ESS4x18@cs.com. Please help make the 2011 calendar the best ever!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
June 5, 2010 SpringerFest - Three Lakes Park, Richmond, VA
Contact: Debbie Lipcsey, springerfarm@aol.com
June 6, 2010 Lycoming SPCA Pet Expo, Indian Park,
Montoursville, PA Contact: Marc, MarcA@selectrim.com
June 6, 2010 Paw Prints on the Canal, Northampton, PA
Contact: Candi Lynn, frostysd1@yahoo.com
June 12, 2010 Pet Adoption Days, Allentown, PA
Summerfest, East Allen Bicentennial Park, Northampton, PA
Contact: Candi Lynn , frostysd1@yahoo.com
September 11, 2010 SpringerFest - Black Hills Park, German town,
MD Contact: Vicki Phillips, springerlane@gmail.com
September 26, 2010 Fredericksburg Dog Festival,
Fredericksburg, VA Contact: Kim Bolster , ess4x18@cs.com

www.maessr.org

Q: What is the top
selling toy at
MAESSR events?
A: Find out on the
last page!

THE SCOOP:
Reflections of a MAESSR Foster Home
By Bridget Thomas
"Feel like fostering?" It was an email from MAESSR volunteer, Eva. Attached were photos of a group of Springer Spaniels at the Berks County Humane Society. I'd considered fostering for some time so started the process and became an
approved MAESSR foster home. I drove to the shelter and
they led me to where the remaining 3 of the "Berks 7" were
kenneled. About to venture into my first attempt at fostering,
never imagining my first foster would be one with issues, and
knowing I was possibly bringing home an under-socialized
and very scared dog, I entered each kennel
to meet them.
Dog number three nervously glanced at me
with the saddest eyes I had ever seen. After
petting him for a short time, he slowly
crawled a little closer and nudged my hand
for more. Without thinking twice, I told the
attendant I would take him. I went outside
and met the volunteer who was holding the
dirty, skinny, frightened dog in her arms.
"He doesn't walk", she said.
He doesn't walk? I wondered if I was doing
the right thing, but there was no turning
back now. I put him in a crate and headed
home. Letting him out of the car, I wondered how anyone could play a part in creating this "shell" of
a dog. Physically, he looked like a dog, but there was no doggie spirit. In his eyes was a blank, empty gaze. He didn't want
to move. When he did, he cowered and slinked. His tail was
tucked between his legs and his posture was very low. He had
no "Springer Spirit" that the breed is so well known for.

Then came the miracle of fostering. One evening after a busy
day, I laid down on the sofa to relax and the boy now called Bo
quietly slinked over, rested his head on the cushion near mine,
and smiled. He has this way of pulling up his cheeks and squinting his eyes, and he did this while thumping his field-docked
tail, and nudged my hand. I stroked his cheeks and said "You're
in there, aren't you?" Squinting at me even more, he wiggled his
butt, and it was at this moment that he stole my heart and I knew
he was going to be okay. From then on, Bo decided that he felt
safe enough to begin to let his personality shine and after many
long weeks the real Bo finally emerged, and he was one of a
kind!
Once I felt Bo was ready for adoption,
the idea of him leaving was very hard
to swallow, and a part of me said "he
needs me". But Bo had adjusted so
well that I slowly realized he could
easily move on to the proper home and
fit right in. Living inside a home
alongside people took a lot of getting
used to and was a huge adjustment for
him, but he knows it is where he is
meant to be. He now understands what
it feels like to be part of a family. He
knows he is wanted, respected, valued,
and he is thriving. He could move on
to the right family and be just fine. But
after being touched by his courage and spirit, seeing the devotion, loyalty, trust and love in his once empty eyes, I realize Bo
may not need me, but more importantly that I need him.
Editor’s note: Bridget has continued to open her home to dogs in need.
She is currently fostering two of the Mercy II puppies from Tennessee.

I Rescued A Human Today
Her eyes met mine as she walked down the corridor peering apprehensively into the kennels. I felt her need
instantly and knew I had to help her. I wagged my tail, not too exuberantly, so she wouldn’t be afraid.
As she stopped at my kennel I blocked her view from a little accident I had in the back of my cage. I didn’t
want her to know that I hadn’t been walked today. Sometimes the shelter keepers get too busy and I didn’t
want her to think poorly of them.
As she read my kennel card I hoped that she wouldn’t feel sad about my past. I only have the future to look
forward to and want to make a difference in someone’s life.
She got down on her knees and made little kissy sounds at me. I shoved my shoulder and side of my head up
against the bars to comfort her. Gentle fingertips caressed my neck; she was desperate for companionship.
A tear fell down her cheek and I raised my paw to assure her that all would be well. Soon my kennel door
opened and her smile was so bright that I instantly jumped into her arms. I would promise to keep her safe. I
would promise to always be by her side. I would promise to do everything I could to see that radiant smile
and sparkle in her eyes. I was so fortunate that she came down my corridor. So many more are out there who
haven’t walked the corridors. So many more to be saved. At least I could save one.
I rescued a human today.
www.maessr.org

MAESSR WELCOMES…
By Linda Johnston

MAESSR volunteers come from locations that we service all around the MidAtlantic region including Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, Maryland, District of Columbia, Delaware, Virginia and West
Virginia. We also have volunteers in
South Carolina, North Carolina, Arizona,
Minnesota, Alabama, Tennessee, Georgia
and New York who, despite their remote
locations, are able to help the organization accomplish our mission.

Can you help?
The Grand Gift Card Raffle II
MAESSR is holding another gift card raffle this fall. Last year, we were
able to raise close to $6,000 with this fundraiser – so are reprising the raffle
with a goal of raising $7500! The raffle tickets will be sold from September
1 through October 31. The winners drawing will be November 1 – right in
time for holiday shopping and gifts! We are hoping to have all gift cards
received by August 15th.
We are looking for donated gift cards or if you prefer donations for the raffle, and we will buy the gift card. Please send your gift cards to MAESSR,
Gift Card Raffle, PO Box 15354, Richmond, VA 23227. With the increase
in dogs coming into Rescue and the associated vet costs, we are hoping to
reach or surpass the goal. Please help.

If you are interested in learning more
about volunteer opportunities, please
contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Linda
Johnston at springerlove@comcast.net,
or simply complete the online volunteer
application on our website.
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Please join us in welcoming the following new volunteers who have recently
joined the MAESSR
Kristian Rayfield - Virginia Beach VA
Tim and Linda Daniel - Orrtanna PA
Emily Richardson - Woodbury NJ
Maddie and Ed Massie - Gahanna OH
Wendy Biggs - Blacksburg VA
Ronald Williams - Hagerstown MD
Roy Jenderko - Yardley PA
Mary Friedman - Shamong NJ
James and Dale McKinney- Richmond VA
Wendy Hogan (Welcome back!) - Alexandria VA
Coleen Woomer - Alexandria VA
Carlos Sandoval - Fairfax VA
Tammy Gerac - Camp Hill PA
Shawna Wagner -Newfoundland NJ
Laura Marinaro - Delmar MD
Joan Larney -Wayne PA
Carla Bussard - Sharpsburg MD
Ellen Ladenheim - Jarrettsville MD
Jen Sampson - East Brunswick NJ
Kathy Clark - Weehawken NJ
Penny and Rich Dorschel - Beaverdam VA
Carolyn Polonus - Lititz PA
Ellen Weiss - State College PA
Suzanne Barnard - White Hall MD
Jack Marks - Brookside NJ
Lisa Monaco-North Wales PA
Kathy Snyder -Taylorsville NC
Martine Eisenberg - Richmond, VA
Geraine Stocker - Williamsburg VA
Nancy LaMarque-Yarmouth ME
Neva Beirle- Hampton VA

Nancy Lewis and Nash enjoying the
May 1st Langhorne SpringerFest

!

A big thank you to all those
who voted every day and every
chance they had for the
Petfinder Shelter Challenge.
MAESSR was the big winner of a
$1000 grant for having beaten all
of the other Pennsylvania shelters
and rescues.
The Challenge is on again, so find
a computer and start voting!
Go to
www.theanimalrescuesite.com,
then look for the shelter challenge.
Type in Mid-Atlantic English
Springer Spaniel Rescue (with hyphen and will have Newville PA
address). Thanks for your support
– Let’s win again!

Don't miss the 2010 MAESSR seminar!
Located centrally in Manassas, Virginia Join us on July 24th and 25th for the fascinating
"The Science of Dog - What Your Dog Wishes You Knew"
Special rate of $65 for both days (!!)
for MAESSR adoptive families and volunteers.
Our speaker, Sarah Babcock, directs the humane education for the Richmond SPCA and is a featured speaker of the Petfinder adoption series.
Registration form is in this newsletter.

Questions? Email: seminar@maessr.org
www.maessr.org

Bacon Bits for Dogs
6 slices cooked bacon, crumbled
4 eggs, well beaten
1/8 cup bacon fat
1 cup water
1/2 cup non-fat dry milk powder
2 cup graham flour
2 cup wheat germ
1/2 cup cornmeal
Mix ingredients with a strong spoon; drop heaping tablespoonfuls onto a greased
baking sheet. Bake in a 350 oven for 15 minutes. Turn off oven and leave cookies
on baking sheet in the oven overnight to dry out. Yield: about 4 dozen dog cookies.

WHO IS THAT VOLUNTEER?

JANE DAVIS
As a very young child, Jane always loved
animals. Growing up there was always a
dog in the house. In high school, she identified her favorite breed to be the Springer
when she fell in love with the friendly face
and warm brown eyes. Along the way, she
developed a love of horses as well. Her
life’s dream was to eventually own her
own dogs, horses, and a farm.
Following the death of her mother, Jane
and her father were in deep grief and felt a
dog might fill the large void and grief they
were both feeling. Enter Cocoa, a 12 week
old Springer Spaniel. Cocoa helped them
refocus and gave them many happy moments as a puppy and throughout his whole
life. Unbelievably, the man of her dreams
turned out to be a farmer - everything
seemed to fall in place. They married,
bought a dairy farm - had horses, dogs,
cows, and a new baby boy. Her cherished
Cocoa, who helped both her father and
Jane, also stepped in to become a constant
companion to her son. Cocoa was a lovable buddy who was very patient and tolerant of a toddler’s antics. Cocoa was a special gift in her life from beginning to end
when he went to the rainbow bridge at age
12.
Not being able to bear the loss of Cocoa they immediately adopted their friends
Labrador Retriever, Barney. Even
though they had another dog, their hearts
still yearned for a Springer. Jane's husband

found an ad for a Field Bred Springer.
Chippie is another wonderful gift in
their lives. Shortly after Chippie’s appearance Jane discovered the MAESSR
website on the internet. Due to the joy
their Springers brought to their lives,
Jane decided to volunteer for MAESSR.
Joining in 2000, Jane has had various
jobs in MAESSR, met many wonderful
people, and many delightful dogs. Jane
has served as a transporter, foster home,
foster home mentor, foster home coordinator, email checker, and a member of
the Owner Relinquishment team. Jane
currently answers the MAESSR voice
mails that come into MAESSR’s phone
line.
While fostering Jane had many phenomenal experiences, including Failing
Fostering 101 and adopting Indy. Indy
was one of the Montgomery Nine. Indy
became fast friends with Chippie and
proved to be another wonderful Springer.
Indy left too soon, at age 8 due to a lung
disease.
Jane advises their most rewarding experience with MAESSR was fostering
Daphne and her 11 puppies. Tending to
a mama dog and her demanding brood
was quite a task. Naming the puppies
after the Greek gods and goddesses was
fun and watching them grow and develop personalities was magical.
Through the efforts of MAESSR, homes
were found for all of the puppies and
Daphne, who was treated for heartworm
www.maessr.org

before she was adopted by a wonderful
couple.
Jane believes this is what MAESSR is all
about and this is what makes being a volunteer for MAESSR worthwhile. Seeing a
foster dog being adopted by wonderful
people who will provide an equally wonderful home is extremely satisfying and
warming to the heart. Right now Jane is
working full time outside the home as
well as helping her husband with the dairy
farm. Their son is graduating from college as a Chemical Engineer in May.
They are still enjoying Chippie, the
horses, and life on the farm and are still
looking forward to volunteering for
MAESSR to help Springers in need. We
are very lucky to have her and her family
as part of our MAESSR family.

Editor’s Note: The two dogs in the field
on the MAESSR home page are Chip and
Indy Davis!

Did Someone Say…..

SPRINGERFEST?
GAMES, treats, FUN, treats, RAFFLES, treats SHOPPING, treats,
EDUCATION, treats FRIENDSHIP

We are ready …where do we sign???

MAESSR
SPRINGERFEST 2010
Number
Attending

Picnic

Date

Three LakesPark,
Richmond, VA

June 5, 2010

Black Hills Park,
Germantown, MD

September 11,
2010

Little Buffalo Park
Newport, PA

October 10,
2010

$10.00 a
person

MAESSR
Volunteer &
family
$8.00 a
person

Total

Check enclosed, made payable to MAESSR
Name __________________________________________

I would love to help at the picnic:

Email Address:___________________________________

Will bring a raffle

_________

Phone if no email address: _________________________

Set up or Clean Up
Registration

_________
_________

Mail to: MAESSR, PO Box 15354, Richmond, VA 23227

However you need me!

_________

www.maessr.org

MID ATLANTIC ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL RESCUE
is proud to present a seminar by
Sarah Babcock
The Science of Dog – What Your Best Friend Wishes You Knew
July 24-25, 2010 (9 AM – 3 PM)
Manassah Lodge, 9810 Cockrell Road, Manassas, Virginia (20110)

Don’t miss a moment! COME, SIT and STAY awhile, & learn -Day 1
• How Dogs Learn
• History of Dog Training and Equipment
• Teaching Basic Behaviors
• Reading Rover I (One dog at a time)

Day 2
• Reading Rover II (Dog Meets Dog and
Dog Meets Human)
• Fixing Fido (Issues and Problems: Diagnosis, Management and Behavior

Sarah Babcock is the Chief of Training & Education at the Richmond SPCA in Richmond, VA. She
was a top graduate of Jean Donaldson's Academy for Dog Trainers in San Francisco and pursued
graduate school at the University of Richmond. Sarah & her staff currently manage the Richmond
SPCA behavior helpline, youth humane education programs, pet behavior & training, outreach & companionship programs, volunteers & Project Safety Net. The Richmond SPCA is the largest provider of
humane education in Central Virginia.
Registration
Name_________________________________________ Email_______________________ Phone____________________
Address_______________________________________ City________________________ State/zip_________________
MAESSR Affiliated Guests--$65 for both days or $35 per day.
______MAESSR Guest attending both days. ______MAESSR guest attending ___Day One___ Day Two
Not Affiliated with MAESSR Guests --$100 for both days or $75 per day.
Attending____ both days ____Day One____ Day Two
Fee includes light breakfast, snacks, and lunch. Vegetarian options will be available. Please no dogs at the seminar.

Make checks payable to MAESSR and mail with the completed registration form to: MAESSR,
PO Box 15354, Richmond, VA 23227. Questions? Please email seminar@maessr.org.
www.maessr.org

How You Can Help MAESSR
Igive.com – Register MAESSR as your charity and shop through the Igive.com website
Employer Matching Gifts – Will you employer match donations to non-profit organizations? Ask at the Human Resources Department. If so, your donation to MAESSR will be matched by your employer or doubled!
Goodsearch.com - Search the Internet by using www.Goodsearch.com – designate MAESSR (spell out words to find us!) and we will
get money every time you use this search engine.
Donate to MAESSR to honor a friend’s birthday, wedding anniversary or special occasion. Don’t need any more “stuff”? Ask your
friends to donate to MAESSR in your name. Their gift will be acknowledged and you will receive notification as well.
Shop at www.Goodshop.com – designate Mid-Atlantic English Springer Spaniel Rescue as your charity. Target, Expedia, Nike are just
a few of the stores at this site. Your shopping will help MAESSR.
Buy merchandise from the MAESSR Marketplace – Need a gift for a friend? Lots of wonderful items that help the dogs when you
buy!
Shop MAESSR Affiliates found on the MAESSR website – MAESSR will get a percentage of your purchase
Recycle Your Ink printing Cartridge with MAESSR – Contact Ilonka (raregirl@hotmail.com) or mail your cartridges to MAESSR,
PO Box 15354, Richmond, VA 23227. MAESSR will receive money for every cartridge recycled!
Gift of stock- Similar to a cash donation…..please contact us further if interested in donating stock.
Tell everyone about Rescue….many volunteers and adoptive families find us through word of mouth.
Benevolink – Register MAESSR as your charity and shop Benevolink partners through the Benevolink website. www.Benevolink.com
Redners Grocery Tapes – Shop at Redners, send your register receipts to MAESSR, PO Box 15354, Richmond, VA 23227. MAESSR
will receive 1% of your tape value from Redners!

A Very Special Dog
named Kip
By Liz Watson
Kip came to MAESSR from a shelter that
acquired him as a stray. This fieldie arrived with ribs and hip bones showing
through a thin coat. He was matted to the
skin but showed a lively, simple disposition from the start. Extreme difficulty
with defecation led to immediate vetting
and a diagnosis of a double perineal hernia. With major surgery the hernias could
be repaired. Left untreated, they would
pose a potentially lifethreatening situation for Kip
and continue a miserable quality of life.

His overall health then became increasingly complicated. Suspicious masses
and a confirmation of prostate cancer
snuffed his dream of adoption and resulted in his becoming a permanent
foster. With a life expectancy now of
months to a year, options on what to do
next for Kip had to be rethought. Bottom line, the goal was and remains the
same: to provide the best quality of life
for this dog.
Ultimately, Kip has had a voice in his
own care. Living with him is so easy.
Loving him is too. His fine disposition

has made being his advocate an honor.
His Celtic step/stomp dances at each
meal time remind one 3 times a day
that this boy is not going down easily!
Fortunately, when another test or treatment was the right thing to do,
MAESSR could give the nod because
funds were available to cover the vetting cost. Special donations were
made for Kip and his care. Fortunately,
when tough decisions were needed on
how much to put a terminal dog
through for a potentially short-term
gain, the wisdom of a deeply committed, compassionate, and
experienced group of volunteers brought guidance to
the foster family.
The commitment of
MAESSR to Kip has been
as unwavering since the
cancer diagnosis as before.
Just as Kip has not given
up, neither has MAESSR.
So, on behalf of Kip and the
many dogs in foster care
needing medical treatment
– thank you for your financial support of MAESSR. It
makes a difference to every
dog!

Surgery repaired the largest
hernia and brought much improvement…and a tail that
could wiggle! A nutritional
consult resulted in meeting his
dietary needs much better and
he gained to a healthy weight.
His coat thickened. His energy
returned and he became vigorous when at the dog park or
out brush-popping. He mixed
well with the resident ESSs
and fosters in his foster home
and became a joyful addition
to his foster family.
www.maessr.org

Do You Remember Rosebud?
By Mary Beach
Then…Mid South Region ESS Rescue…February, 2006
The Mid South ESS Rescue had an urgent need for foster
homes, and MAESSR was able to help. A one-year-old
Springer named Rosebud was brought to Virginia Beach, VA
to be treated for a respiratory infection, ear infections, and demodetic mange. It was thought her health issues were short
term and soon she would be on her way to a “Rosie life” in a
forever home. The demodectic mange had caused her to lose
the fur on her nose, but it seemed to be clearing. No one could
have guessed what a long journey Rosie would have before
she enjoyed good health and a forever home!
Always loving and affectionate, she began to learn about toys.
She enjoyed the company of the one year old male Springer in
her home. She visited the local pet store, went to church and
to friends’ houses. She loved strolling in her mother’s flower
beds….perfectly normal for a lady named Rosebud! Her
mange had been treated with biweekly dips, and everyone was
hopeful her next scraping would be negative.
After two months in foster care Rosie’s health had improved,
and it seemed she could soon be spayed. Sadly, the dips did
not clear up Rosie’s mange, and when she went into heat she
lost fur on the fronts of all four legs. A veterinary dermatologist was called in for more extensive testing, treatments for the
mange, and to address an underlying bacterial infection. Rosebud became everyone’s favorite at the vet’s office. As the infection and mange raged, she developed hematomas on her
legs, so severe that her legs had to be bandaged and changed
daily. At one point, she could not walk on one leg because of
the painful inflammation. She became dangerously dehydrated, and her foster mom stayed by her side for a day and
night as Rosie received life-saving fluids via IVs. Her improvement was very slow with three different vets sharing in
her care.
After seven months in MAESSR’s care with her devoted foster
mom, Paige Martin, Rosie finally turned the corner on her conditions and was no longer life threatening. It was clear Miss
Rosie finally felt better, and people began to describe her as
“spunky”! Running, jumping, barking, and playing became
part of her daily routine!
Nine months after coming to MASESSR, Rosie had improved
to the point that she could be spayed.
Now……Virginia Beach, Virginia…..May 2010
Mom asked me to tell the MAESSR family what my life is like
now. The first thing I have to tell you is that I had no idea
Mom would be so hard to train. When I was really sick, the
vet told Mom to get calories into me any way she could. I
learned to eat dog food from a spoon – just like a human baby!
And Mom would come running if I cried. I thought that was a

sweet deal. So I tried to continue that after the vet told Mom
I was well. Can you imagine – Mom actually laughed at me!
You can’t blame a girl for trying, though.
It was a long time after I started to feel better before Mom
could adopt me. You see, my vets wouldn’t allow me to be
spayed until I was much, much better. So I helped Mom foster some dogs for MAESSR. I see myself as the “assistant
Mom.” When Mom isn’t there, I always take her place in her
favorite chair, in her spot on the sofa – or on her side of the
bed!! When Bently came to stay with us, we began to play
together as soon as we met. And then within a couple of
weeks, Bently became my little brother. I work really hard to
help Mom with Bently. He is always getting into mischief!!
It’s ok, though, because I warn Mom if she’s not around and
Bently is doing something he isn’t supposed to do. I have
“that bark” that tells Mom that something is wrong – and she
comes right away.
Bently and I have a big back yard to run and play in. Mom
says I’m “the mouth of the South” because I run around the
edge of the yard and bark while she is preparing my meals.
We have a pet friendly service at church, so I always attend
the monthly service. I have been known to snore through the
service, but I NEVER sleep through the sermon. It’s usually
something Bently needs to hear anyway. I also go to Starbucks a lot. People always stop to talk to me and tell me
what a pretty girl I am.
So I have a lot of fun. And I’m all better. I keep having
some infections, but Mom takes good care of me. My vet
says I have a “crappy immune system.” Mom says that’s a
real veterinary term, but I don’t believe her. Anyway, it
doesn’t stop me for one minute. There are things to do,
places to go and people to meet. Oh I almost forgot! I really
like going to MAESSR picnics. They are so much fun. I
hope to see everyone in Richmond soon.

www.maessr.org

THE TRAINING CORNER
Challenge Your Springer with a Few Fundamental
Skill-Based Training Exercises:
It’s Great Fun and Great Bonding Time
By Nancy Lewis, Mom to Nash of Class 2009

Spring has arrived and many of you may be trying to think about activities that both you and your Springer can enjoy together. A good route to consider are the various training exercises derived from basic Canine Search and Rescue SAR)
Training. These fundamental exercises can be structured as training games. These games will utilize and reinforce basic obedience work while enabling your Springer to develop problem solving skills. It’s a venue for your Springer to challenge
many skill levels. Additionally, you will build your handling skills. Imagine the perfect opportunity to practice hand signals
in addition to verbal commands. Basic SAR-type training is a way to put it all together and have fun. Here are a few quick
games to play:
Hide & Go Seek:
This requires two people. Practice first in the house, then transition to outdoors.
Party A directs the Springer into a Sit-Stay with Party B present. Party B (i.e. Mom) departs to hide at a location within the
house; Party A ensures that the Springer maintains the Sit-Stay. When Party B goes into their hiding place, Party A releases
the Springer by issuing the command, “Find Mom!” To help the Springer understand the logistics, Party A follows the
Springer to keep them working to accomplish the Find. As the dog is working between sight and smell, motivate by saying
“Keep Working!” and “Use your Nose.” The first few times, you may need to take the lead and guide them to the general
area and use hand signals to indicate ‘check this area out.’ When the Springer finds Mom – it’s a big deal! The handler
praises with “Good Find!” and immediately rewards with treats. Mom praises the Springer. Once the Springer has learned to
focus on the Find, and learns to apply their nose and sight, transition this exercise to an outdoor location. If not in a confined
area, the handler should follow the Springer by working with a long lead.
Find Article:
Can work with one or two parties.
Party A places Springer into Sit-Stay and ensures that they hold the sit-stay. Party B shows Springer a toy (i.e. soccer ball).
Party B then goes and hides the soccer ball at a location within the house and returns. Party A then issues the command to
“Find the Soccer Ball!” and releases the Springer. While learning the logistics, Party A should again work with the Springer
helping to guide and signal to the Find. Upon finding the toy, immediately praise with “Good Find!” and reward with treats.
Advance to hiding the soccer ball without showing the Springer the soccer ball. Issue the command to find the soccer ball to
challenge the Springer’s association of word to article. Now transition to outdoors and work with a long lead. A more advanced version of Find the Article will follow in the next training article.
Tracking – Basic:
This exercise is conducted outdoors. Party B lays down a short scent trail to an article of choice – such as pair of boots or a
shirt. To create the scent trail, you can use hotdog juice in a squeeze bottle. (Boil hotdogs; save and cool the water in pan;
pour into squeeze bottle.) Party A should work with the Springer on long lead, holding the lead coiled in hand. Introduce the
Springer to the general starting point of the scent; place Springer in sit-stay. Allow the Springer to smell a hot dog, or whatever you have used to create the scent trail. Then release the Springer with the command to “Find It!” Assist the Springer to
get started by pointing to the ground in the direction of the starting point of the scent trail. Once the dog picks up on the scent
trail, praise the Springer with “Good Job!” “Keep Working!” Release the lead to give the Springer more length as he/she
works. Repeat “Good Job”& “Keep Working” multiple times as they continue to make progress along the basic scent trail.
Heighten the enthusiasm as they close in on the article at the end of the scent trail. Upon finding the article, praise with excitement and “Good Find!” Then, reward with a jack pot (you can use the hotdogs). A more advanced tracking exercise will
follow in the next training article.
These exercises will build a connection between you as the handler and your Springer. Your Springer will naturally start to
focus on you for cues. The Springer will learn to watch the hand signals and listen to the verbal cues. You are working with
your Springer at a comfortable sub-threshold level. Basic SAR-type exercises will strengthen your role as leader and earn
you kudos in respect. And best of all, your Springer will enjoy working and feel more confident about themselves.
www.maessr.org

THANK YOU!

Gifts in Memory of Christopher Klein
Tracey Korczyk
Judge Ambrose’s Chambers
Colleen Reynolds
Edward and Jean Mayes
Carol Mancuso
United States Court Library Staffs
Cindy, Jack and Rachel Bouer
Township of O’Hara
Eden, Allan, Clark and Miranda Fisher
Leonard and Marilyn Kopelson
Sandra and Wallace Clements
Fox Chapel Crew Inc.

Gifts in Honor
Alexander Baer- Riccohet
Rich and Dralene King – Riley
Annabel Minty – Taffy
Mike and Jeannine Lockhart – Domino V
Kathyrn Tidyman & Jan Steenblick – Luke IV
Allan and Cathy Pearson – Ophelia
Janet and Leslie Mansir – Libby
Beth Watson – Willie
Lisa Orischak – Sophie XI
Robert and Maureen Berry – Zeke
Howard Robertson – Buster and Belle
Bill and Becky Nevin – Winston & foster mom,
April Smith
Matthew and Jennifer Frymoyer – Barney
Ronald and Trudy Pecoul – Dash
JP Morgan Chase Foundation – Megan Dickey
Jeanne Ferguson – Lucy IV
Nancy Lewis – Senior Springers
Lou and Joyce Grieco – Riley 6th Birthday
Kent and Kathy Nixon – MAESSR Volunteers
I’m a
Bottle Buddy,
the top
selling toy!

Gifts in Memory
Vernon and Geraine Stocker –
“Dennis”
Charles and Nancy Auer – Lucile Cruickshank
Randy and Lois Boyer – “Sammy” Boyer
Richard and Joyce Walker – Linda Griffith
Fran Hrastar – “Tripod”
Susan Henn – Evelyn Scruggs
Bill and Debbie Lipcsey – “Checkers” Phillips
Fran Fisher - Linda Loose’s Pup
Penny Dorschel – Charlie’s Cody Boy
Frank Mellon – Buck’s Third Anniversary at
Rainbow Bridge
Beth Watson – Lucy
Tom and Kay Strickler – Walker (Class of 2003)

MAESSR
MARKETPLACE

)

Donated Vet Expenses
Jane and Ted Cheatham – Kip
Liz Watson – Kip
Linda and Terry Johnston – Claire
Dan Keppler – Claire
Pam and Jerry Bordwick – Dixie
Maxine Berman – Leanon
Fran Fisher – Robbie
Mary Ann Tarburton – Breezy II
Dan Keppler - Luke
Wellesley Animal Hospital

HOW TO ORDER
Use the form on the back
or go to www.maessr.org
and click on Marketplace.
See the full collection!

*Bottle Buddy Toy -$9
Airplane Ornament - $18
Emergency Sign - $4
...and much more!

)

Gifts
Monthly Donors
Richard Hoppe
Melissa Campbell
Anne George
Lisa Nuzzaci
John Stankiwcz
Debra Johnson
Melissa Webb
Sherry Clancy
Ann McNary
Cindy Grace
Barbara Breeden
Candace Clunan
Donna Rodio
Kathleen Kittrick
Bruce and Debra Poese
Janet Parker
G. Keith and Sharon Sames
James Hallett
Karl Malessa
Thomas Cueto
Potomac Valley ESS Club
Carol Hails
Wanda and Dennis Drake – Bo V

Tom Bigford

)

)

to
for his heart warming video
tribute to MAESSR dogs. The
link to see the video can be
found on the MAESSR home
page. It is a very special tribute to all the dogs who find
"new beginnings" through MAESSR and the many
individuals who help them find their way.

www.maessr.org

CORRECTION: Springer Tails apologizes to Niko
and his family. The wrong Niko picture was run
in the last issue. This is Niko Jackson creator of great mischief when he arrived home.

PRSRT FIRST CLASS
MAIL
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PAID
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P.O. Box 15354
Richmond, VA 23227
info@maessr.org
(301)362-0423
MAESSR President – president@maessr.org
Vice President – vicepresident@maessr.org
Adoptions Coordinator – adoptioncoordinator@maessr.org
Senior Dogs Coordinator – seniors@maessr.org
Fundraising Coordinator – fundraising@maessr.org
Newsletter Editor – newsletter@maessr.org
Dog Intake/Foster Home Coordinator – foster@maessr.org
Transport Coordinator – transport@maessr.org
Volunteer Coordinator - volunteers@maessr.org
Shelter dog Coordinator -- shelterdog@maessr.org
Owner relinquishment Coordinator -- relinquish@maessr.org

Please enclose this slip with your check made payable to MAESSR
Mail To: MAESSR, P.O. Box 15354, Richmond, VA 23227
QUANTITY OF ITEMS

COST INCLUDES SHIPPING

_____

BOTTLE BUDDY TOY

DOG

PIG

COW

$9.00

_____

BLACK SPRINGER TOTE

_____

AIRPLANE DOG ORNAMENT

_____

SPRINGER EMERGENCY SQUARE FOR HOME

_____

2010 SPRINGERFEST T-SHIRT

_____

MAESSR LICENSE PLATE FRAME

$ 6.00

_____

CHECKBOOK COVER

$17.00

$28.00
LIVER DOG

BLACK DOG

$18.00
$4.00
S

M

L XL / XXL

$15.00 / $17.00

TOTAL: $
_________
SHIP TO: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MAESSR APPRECIATES AND NEEDS YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT. YOUR DONATION WILL BE USED TO RESCUE AND CARE FOR ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIELS IN THE MID-ATLANTIC REGION. PLEASE MAIL YOUR DONATION TO THE ADDRESS BELOW.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY.
PLEASE ACCEPT MY DONATION IN THE AMOUNT OF:
$25___ $50___ $75___ $100___ $125___ OTHER: _________
MY DONATION IS:
IN HONOR OF:

IN HONOR OF:

IN MEMORY OF:

IN MEMORY OF:

SPECIAL WISH TO:

SPECIAL WISH TO:

NAME AND ADDRESS:
NAME AND ADDRESS:
PLEASE ENCLOSE THIS SLIP WITH YOUR CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO MAESSR
M AIL TO: MAESSR, P. O. BOX 15354, RICHMOND, VA 23227
www.maessr.org

